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a bad time to become a nuclear engineer?

how to make sense of Fukushima and its risk 
in making career choices?

Japan Times
Apr 17, 2012



Korean nuclear eng. department’s 
response to Fukushima

• How to recruit nuclear engineering 
students in post-Fukushima Korea?

• How to present Fukushima to prospective 
nuclear students?

• a case of a Nuclear and Quantum 
engineering department (NQe)

• “Fukushima is an opportunity for us.”



$20 billion nuclear export deal 
with UAE

 (27 Dec 2009)

December 27 designated as
“Nuclear Safety and Promotion Day”

“manpower needed for
global nuclear market” 
(Aug 2010)



as envisioned by NQe dept. at the end of 2010
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special seminar on campus 
(Sep 2011)

“essential points”

“institutional lessons”

“We need to do just 1% more.”

“Even if terrorists should 
attack ...”

Need for talented students



“A Crisis is an Opportunity!”
slide from NQe presentation

TMI

Chernobyl

Text

financial crisis

“history of our nuclear development”

UAE



NQe info session (Nov 2010)
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NQe info session (Nov 2012)



“1 pellet (too small to be visible)”
ad for NQe department info session (Nov 2012)



“Fukushima Accident, No More, Naver[sic]...”
ad for NQe department info session (Nov 2012)



“Fukushima, for us, is 
a challenge and a new 

opportunity.”

poster for NQe 
info session (Nov 2012)

But Fukushima
was not a main agenda 

in the session.



“18,000 needed for the next decade”



•  

Bill Gates discusses nuclear options
with President Park Geun-Hye of Korea 

NQe website main

Using Bill Gates as nuclear promoter



Bill Gates meets Korean nuclear delegation.

NQe website main

Mr. Gates was “amazed” at Korea’s success in nuclear.



Bill Gates speaks at TED on nuclear.

NQe website main



Nuclear Vision and Career Expo
(Apr 2013)

 
“from Future Energy to 
High-Tech Medicine”

for students in nuclear-
related fields from all 
around the country

“Come and see the 
boundless world of 

nuclear”





containing and appropriating Fukushima

• Korea’s nuclear history = its political and 
economic history = a story of miraculous 
perseverance and achievement

• Fukushima incorporated into this narrative 
as the most recent happening

• Would Fukushima offer Korea a chance for 
another big leap?

• Yes, as long as we don’t follow Germany’s 
nuclear phase-out.



NQe info session (Nov 2013)



“Power arises from nuclear energy”

Mekander poster for NQe info session (November 2013)



“nuclear, reliable energy” (used in heaven)

poster for 2013 NQe info session



“Serve the Nation! Lead the World! Change the World!”



UAE vs Fukushima

• UAE: pure blessing for nuclear renaissance

• Fukushima: manageable obstacle, or even 
useful opportunity

• In post-Fukushima Korea, becoming a 
nuclear engineer requires one to embrace 
prepackaged views of two places/events.

• Little room for self-reflection on human 
tragedy and social consequence
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