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cower lransition: what will
_hina do in SEA?

pending
2’ (China)
s remain about the rate of

h in China’s mili expenditure due to the

transparency” (Annual Report on China’s
'y Power, US DoD, April 2014)




issue of trust in Great
Powers

ibed the United States as “the
reat Power’ in the Asia-Pacific



China’s recent behaviour

* Aug 2014: US criticized ‘risky intercept’ of US
surveillance plane near Hainan Island by
Chinese J-11 fighter which performed ‘barrel
rolls’ over the US plane




~ Places oil rig in Vietham-claimed

waters in May 2014




South China Sea: Strategic Sea Lanes of
Communication (SLOC)

* July 2010: Chinese deep-sea submersible plants flag on South China Sea

* Ongoing disputes with Vietnam, Philippines, Brunei, over the Spratly
islands because of supposed mineral riches and also control over the
strategic waterway
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t Escape? ASEAN and
flict management?

Declaration on the South China

asised the -use of force

ed all parties to exercise restraint

to build confidence and trust

e towards eventual peaceful resolution

J02 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in
the South China Sea signed with China and all
ASEAN member states

=@ Progress on Code of Conduct elusive thus far




Difficulties

N remain ‘neutral” when some
e ‘claimant’ or ‘frontline’

been involved in naval
-offs with China in S China Sea

ants and non-claimant states have
nt expectations and interests

= Yet members stress “ASEAN Centrality’

= ASEAN must play lead roles in resolving
regional political and security issues



he stakes are high

untries are watching
ingapore PM Lee,

w China deals with difficult
teral problems with its
hbours as a sign of what
China’s rise means for the
world



rebalance’ to Asia

esident Obama announces
S Marines in Darwin,

\tion of US Nav
gh Singapore
esian Foreign Minister Marty

egawa hints at danger that it will

yvoke reaction and counter-reaction...a
ious cycle of tension and mistrust’

Littoral Combat Ships




singapore’s views: Lee Kuan Yew’s
Niterview with Asahi Shimbun, May
2010

nants fight, the grass sutfers.
ake love, it is disastrous’




g our cake and eating it

would like to benefit from it

e same time we would like
main friends all our other friends,
ding the US, India, and the EU. We would
have our cake and eat it and be friends
everybody....we want the US to have
constructive and stable relations with China.
That makes it easier for us. Then we don’t have

to choose sides.” (PM Lee Hsien Loong, March
2013)




he Sabah Incursions
2013

Sabah intrusion
Malaysian security
forces have surrounded
a group of armed
foreign intruders in
Lahad Datu, Their point &£
of entry into Sabah
Is belleved to be
Tambisan
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on-traditional threats:
ransboundary haze
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limate Change:

0ds 2011 meant shortage of parts and knock-on
ion and manufacturing chains from Japan to North



Prolonged dry spells in ¢

d by plankton bloom ; food security

oirs; water security issues?
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Ll
:

magine this in busy Straits of
Malacca?

naritime terrorism




-east Asia and IS

ipelago Units for the Islamic
nainly south-east Asian

o defend the Islamic caliphate



Preah Vihear

ISputes:
Temple
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distory Issue: The Usman Harun
Incident 2014

hip barred from Smgapore



Ild House Bombing
1965

[arines dressed in civilian clothes
illed several Singaporeans
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