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Overview

+ Codex overview

* Hotissues in recent years and
present and future challenges

» Conclusion: keys to success of
Codex
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Codex overview
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Codex is

A result: the Codex
Alimentarius — a collection of
standards, guidelines and
codes of practice

@z Brm
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Codex is

An intergovernmental

structure and process to i ]
find a consensus on the

texts that make up the 3 s,
Codex Alimentarius =
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CODEX results

General (GFSA, GSCTF, labelling, methods)
Standards Commodities/Group standards
Residues

Codes Hygiene
p | Contamination
of practice Prevention

Principles
Certification
Inspection
Risk analysis
Sampling
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Codex unites ...

Multiple partners in a common

project to:

— Protect the health of consumers

— Ensure fair practices in the food
trade

— Promote coordination of all food
standards work undertaken by IGOs
and INGOs

— Develop and maintain a collection of &%
international food standards: the
Codex Alimentarius
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Are Codex objectives still valid?
Food trade trend

2014

1963
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Potential impact on 99% of world population

B North America-and
= : South:West Paci_fi‘,c
;_? :__"_//

..........
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Process and result

— Codex is information and exchange of information

— Codex is an international forum to negotiate and
define standards

— Codex standards are not mandatory and each country
decides how to apply them

but ...
— Codex standards by themselves do not garantee food
safety, you need an effective food control system in o

M &
.

Etiquetado de 103 Alimentos
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Horizontal Committees

General Principles Food Labelling
(France) (Canada)

| rtand Export Pesticide Residues
mport and Expor (China)
Inspection and

Certification Systems »
(Australia) Residues of Veterinary
Drugs in Foods

Food Additives (United States)

(China)
Nutrition and Food for

Special Dietary Uses
Contaminants in Foods G
(Netherlands) (Cermeny)

) Methods of Analysis and
Food Hygiene Sambling
(United States) (Hungary)

Vertical Committees

Ad-hoc intergovernmental task forces

active

dissolved
Milk and Milk Products P“’C‘\*f:;:t:g:‘e'f nd Fruit Juices Animal Feeding
(New Zealand) (United States) (Brazil) (Denmark and Swizerland)

Fish and Fishery Products

Fresh Fruits and

Antimicrobial Resistance

Foods derived from
Biotechnology
(Japan)

(Norway) (Republic of Korea)
Fats and Oils (o) and Handling of
Malaysi Quick Frozen Foods
{faloysia) Spices and Culinary (Thailand)
Sugars Herps
(Colombia) (India)

adjourned sine die

Natural Mineral Waters
(Switzerland)

Cocoa Products and
Chocolate i

FAO/WHO Coordin

ating Committees

Cereals, Pulses and
Legumes (United States)

Vegetable Proteins
(Canada)

Meat Hygiene
(New Zealand)
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Nature of Codex Standards

— Codex standards are non mandatory in nature
— Benchmark for harmonization in the WTO

= Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures
(SPS) for food safety

= Agreement on Technical Barrier to Trade (TBT)
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The SPS agreement =2 soun,

defines International standards, guidelines and
recommendations:

“for food safety, the standards, guidelines and
recommendations established by the Codex Alimentarius
Commission relating to food additives, veterinary drug
and pesticide residues, contaminants, methods of
analysis and sampling, and codes and guidelines of
hygienic practice”; (Annex A,3.a))
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Codex standards

SPS TBT
— hygiene — all not covered by safety
— microorganisms and toxins standards (labelling, product

specifications, inspection,

— agrochemicals (residues) certification ...)

— contaminants
— food additives

— methods of analysis and
sampling
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Role of science

The food standards, guidelines and other recommendations
of Codex Alimentarius shall be based on the principle of
sound scientific analysis and evidence, involving a thorough
review of all relevant information, in order that the standards
assure the quality and safety of the food supply (CAC
decision 1995)

Since 1995 Risk Analysis has been implemented in Codex

cience
or
Safe
Food

cience
or
Safe
Food
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- .Microbiological
Chemical hazard‘ I hazards

e
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Hot issues in recent ye@\s\and present
and future challenges )
& \
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Technical hot issues

Growth promoters \‘ !

9 d
Processed cheese ~ ¢ ’ (1( \(\
Chlorine 6
Animal feeding § S( ;
Labelling of GMOs \
Revision of the Code of Ethics \,,
Note 161 in the GSFA

ODEX ALIMENTARIUS

emational Food Standards

KA EMRE Ry Y 1—

JOot€RF—X

15 H )

B AR § “ /

EIETHERE /EY (GMOs) D ‘\
BEREOWRET ],,

GSFA®M ;161

RERENE S (‘(&;\d

ODEX ALIMENTARIUS

Interna

ional Food Standards

18



/
Current and future challenges

CODEX ALIMENTARIUS

Intemational Food Standards
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Speed of standard development

— The Codex procedure allows to
create a standard in one year

— Few standards move slowly but

eventually get adopted i ﬁi i

(e.g. definition for fibre, oranges, risk analysis
for governments) 5 — 10 years

— Very few don’t move but also no consensus
on stopping work > 10 years

— Some are held at step 8 (currently only one)

— Overall speed: 4.2 years for all work 3.5 years
for food safety matters
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Standards management -
improvements

— Joint Evaluation resulting in Critical Review function of
CCEXEC

— Executive Committee developed guidance for:

* Monitoring the standards setting process

= Application of the Criteria for the Establishment of
Work Priorities
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Finding consensus /)

— Codex today works mainly by consensus
— Building consensus can take time

— Some votes in the past and recent
present have been divisive

— It is the chairpersons responsibility to facilitate
consensus and to rule when it has been reached

— Consensus in Codex does not have to be unanimity but
there is no definition

— There is a common understanding but some concern
that the concept is not applied equally across
Committees

C ODEX ALIMENTARIUS

International Food Standards

VB ADER

SHI—TYHIRIEEZaVEVHRIZE DL
TEBLTULVS

AVt ADOBREIZIEERANNYSS
BEDVNDONERIEDZRE(IR I TH-T=

AVt ADREEZDHIERIIEZERDEET
H5

OA—FTYHIRIZHITRaAVEUH R, fEiE—
THADEITLBONERILLEINTULAL
—TEDHEREIEHAN, At RO E
NEBEETRICESITERSIN TULVELEWLS
Bt —EIZHB

C ODEX ALIMENTARIUS

International Food Standards

22



CAC on consensus

Brochure for Chairs on how to apply the concept of
consensus uniformly

Use of a facilitator
Satisfaction survey (including question on chairperson)

Problematic issues to be brought to the CCEXEC and
the informal meeting of chairs for appropriate action

Convening an informal meeting of chairs

Explore possibilities for developing a reference
document for delegates on consensus building
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Ownership and Participation

Critical question in the 2002 Codex Evaluation
(discussions in several sessions of the Commission on
possible solutions)

Strategies to foster ownership and participation include:

— Best use of written comments

— Dynamic exchange outside physical meetings

— Reduce the number of sessions

— FAO and WHO development capacity activities in
developing countries

— Co-hosting of Codex sessions should be continued

— Mentoring mechanisms through intra-regional
cooperation

— Timely distribution of documents in the official

languages
C ODEX ALIMENTARIUS
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C

Participation
how we have grown ...

1963 (CAC1): 30 countries and 120 delegates

2014 (CAC37): 171 Members, 28 Observers and more than
600 delegates

Codex Members and Observers (as at October 2014)

» 186 Members (185 Members countries and 1 Member
Organization)
= 224 Observers (52 1GOs, 157 NGOs, 15 UN)
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No. of Members Attending the
Commission sessions (1963-2014)

No. of Members Attending the Commission session (1963-2014)
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Host governments + co-hosting

Antareties

CODER ALIMENTARIUS

Intemational Food Standards

Antareties
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Codex Trust Fund

Some data
— 2003: launched (2004 first year of operation)

— 12 years duration with gradual progression to self-support (end in
2015)

— Entirely donor supported (US$ 18,770,007 from 15 Member
countries and the European Commission as at Dec 2013)

— Total eligible countries: 151 (between 2004-2013). 79 countries
eligible for support in 2014 (99 countries graduated to end 2013)

— 1,942 participants from 134 countries to Codex meetings

— 705 participants supported to training courses
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Sustainability of scientific basis of the

C

work of Codex

To identify priorities at international level

Definition of possible scope of the work and use to be given to
results

Harmonization of risk assessment methodologies based on
the Codex principles for risk analysis

Availability and quality of data

Resources /%:i'e”ce
Safe
Food
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Private standards

Concern to many members as compliance/ certification was
difficult, especially for developing countries.

Need to see how private standards relate to Codex standards.
Codex standards should be benchmarks for these private
standards. International harmonization of food safety
provisions should be based on Codex standards.

Forum to address the legal implications of private standards is
the WTO SPS committee.

Study to analyse the role, cost and benefits of private
standards especially with respect to the impact on developing
countries
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Advancement in IT technologies...
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Advancement in IT technologles
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Implementation of standards and
monitoring

— FAO/WHO capacity development programmes
— Acceptance procedure eliminated 2005

— FAO/WHO Coordinating Committees review use/non-
use of Codex Standards based on replies from members
of the region.
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Conclusion

CODEX ALIMENTARIUS

Infernational Food $tandords

CODEX ALIMENTARIUS

Infernational Food $tandords

34



Keys to the success of Codex

Member driven
Consensus decisions

Transparency — website —
observers

Flexible procedure allowing all to
comment

Science/ risk based food safety
standards
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Arigato
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