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1- How the EU develops its strategy/positions In
Codex?

2- Which are the important factors to be taken into
consideration?

3- How different Interests among MSs are
coordinated?

4- Which are the most challenging issues for the EU?

5- EU perspective on Codex management and its
future
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9 years of negotiations!

28 Member States
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EU = Member Organisation |
All you need to know: Rule Il of the /
Procedural Manual

v Membership rights on an alternative basis

v Division of competence in writing before
any plenary: competence/right to vote

v Number of votes = members present

v Not eligible, does not participate in voting
for elective places

v Creation of EU Codex Contact Point
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Membership rights on an alternative basis

NO EU Some EU
legislation legislation

EU legislation

speaks?
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European
Commission

plenary: competence/right to vote

FAO/WHO-REGIONAL-COORDINATING |
COMMITTEE-FOR-EUROPE]

29th-Sessionf|

The-Hague.-The-Netherlands,-30-September--3-October-2014

Division of competence in writing before any

I

PROVISIONAL-ANNOTATED-AGENDAY|

Division-of-Competenceq|

1

BetweentheEuropean-Union-and-its-Member-States-according-to-Rule-

of-procedure-ll-paragraph-5-of-the-Codex-Alimentarius-Commission¥|

T
Member-States-<Competence.q|
Member-States-Vote.x

1
Agenda- Subject-Mattern Document-|
Itemo Referencen
1= |/Adoption-ofthe-Agendaf CX/EURO-14/29M1=
T
Member-States-Competence.q|
Member-States-Vote.la
2.  ||Matters-arising-from-the-Codex-Alimentarius- CX/EURO-14/29/21
Commission-and-other-Codex-Committees-Y il
T
Member-States-<Competence.q| g
Member-States-Vote.o
3.8 FAO/WHO-activities-relevant-to-the-region,-identifying- CX/EURO-14/29/3a
priorities-and-capacity-development-needs
T
Mixed Competence4q|
Member-States-Vote.o
4. -z Revitalisation-of-FAO/WHO-Coordinating-Committees--- [[CX/EURO-14/29/41]
proposals-on-strengthening-the-role-and-platform-of- 1M
RCCs1 il
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1- How the EU develops
Its strategy/positions In
Codex?
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How the EU develops its positions In
Codex?

Basis to develop EU positions is the EU

legislation (when exists!).

FAO/WHO Risk Analysis Principles
R.A. Bodies

CAC/
Commitees

Risk Risk
Assessment management

Risk
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EU Legislation

v  The EU General Food Law (Regulation (EC)
No 178/72002): International standards shall be
taken into consideration

v Specific EU legislation e.g. food additives,
MRLs for pesticides and veterinary drugs in
food, ML for contaminants, etc.

v EUMS legislation e.g. quality parameters,
codes of practice, etc.
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ommission

Strateqgy

v Annual meetings with EUMS and important
partners

v Stakeholders

v What about other Codex members?
v  Coherence with EU values/principles
v Where ?

v How and how far?

v Transparency
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2- Which are the important
factors to be taken Into
consideration?

WARNING
CODEX
ALIMENTARIUS

http://codex-alimentarius.hyves.n I
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Important factors

v Codex Alimentarius global reference point in
International food trade

v Non-mandatory in nature, Codex standards
and related texts have since 1995 become
iInternational benchmarks for harmonization
under the SPS and TBT Agreements of WTO

v EU is the world’s largest importer of
food...but also a major exporter

v Food and Drink sector is the largest
Industrial sector in the EU

Health and
Food Safety
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Important factors

v Impact of Codex Standards in the EU
legislation: general food law, incorporation of
Codex standards in the EU legislation (case by
case basis).

v EU's contribution to Codex: sharing our
experience on standard setting in light of our
policies

v Trade relationships, common interests |,
regional interests
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3- How different interests
among MSs are
coordinated?
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European
Commission

Coordination EUMS

Council

Disagree

common

CONSENSUS... .
- On-the-spot Council
Meetings Womrg if:g"’ry

Health and
Food Safety
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http://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/international

European

Commission
I

EU positions PUBLISHED

setting bodies/codex/Zindex en.htm

Codex Alimentarius

The Codex Alimentarius Commission develops and adopts food standards that serve as
a reference for international food trade.

Dbjectives
» Protect consumers” health;
= Ensure fair practices in international food trade;

» Coordinate all food standards work done by international gowvermnmental and non-
governmental organisations.

WO members applying the Codex Alimentarius standards meet their ocbligations under the
World Trade Organisation fgresment on Sanitary and FPhytosanitary Measures [(SPS
Agresement).

List of Codex Alimentarnus members and cbservers

EU and Codex Alimentarius

All EY countries are memibers of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. In 2003, the EU also
joined, sharing competence with EU countries depending on the lewvel of harmonisation of
the respective legislation. Decision 2003/222/EC describes relevant working procedures
and constitutes a legal basis for accession of the EU to Codex. The Directorate-General
Health & Food Safety is the EU Codex contact point.

More information on EY accession to Codex

EU position papers under relevant CODEX Committees

= CAC - Codex Alimentarius Commission

affairs/standard
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4- \Which are the most

challenging issues for
the EU?

WARNING

CHALLENGES
AHEAD
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Gluten free

The challenges
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in action

ommission

Other challenges

v To keep EUMS fully involved in Codex
(contribution, expertise, participation, etc).

v To set EU positions on some controversial
Issues (consensus/unanimity).

v Respecting deadlines: heavy coordination
procedure.

v Workload! (contribution to EWGS,
participation in commitees , PWG, etc)

v’ Budgetary restrictions
v Insufficient expertise

Health and
Food Safety
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5- Codex
management/future: the EU
perspective
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Any need for a change?

25 founding members (1963) including 14 EUMS
Japan became member in 1965

186 Codex Members - 185 Member Countries
and 1 Member Organization (EU) 234 Codex
Observers

What do you
want to

achieve? )
“-—--l/
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CODEX. MMM

ommission STRATEG!C PLAN

Strategic Plan 2014-2019

4 Strategic Goals

e Establish International Food Standards that
address current and emerging food Issues

® Ensure the application of risk analysis
principles In the development of Codex
Standards

e Facilitate the effective participation of all
Codex members

e Implement effective and efficient work
management systems and practices

Health and
Food Safety
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A
‘/‘ '\' Core values

Collaboration

Inclusiveness
Consensus building
Transparency

e
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AHEAD
. ‘ buckleup roughroad  §
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Codex Management: six key priority
areas

Endorsed at
CAC 38 — 2015

v’ Strategic Governance,
v’ Responsiveness to emerging issues,

v’ Consensus,

v’ Cross collaboration amongst Committees,

v Effectiveness and representativeness of
CCEXEC and

v Efficiency of CCEXEC and CAC

CAC 39 — 2016
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VOmING

consensus

v'Strengthen consensus-based decision-making
standards to be universally applicable need to
be universally accepted

v'Voting last-resort, fully justified, part of a
predictable decision-making process, and on the
basjs of a qualified majority as IPPC and OIE.
‘ voting Is not seen as divisive but democratic,
decision-making process.

Legiti ma_gy md redibility
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Effectiveness and representativeness of

CCEXEC

v First Step: determine Codex's executive
function and principles - ensure Its
ability to deliver on its mandate

v’ Second Step: decide on "form of this body"

v Essential: members act in the interest of the
Commission as a whole - not constrained by
country or regional positions.

Executive
Functions
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Effectiveness and
Representativeness of CCEXEC

Inclusive, transparent and balanced
representation of membership

6 FAO/WHO
Coordinating
Committees

Vanuatu ccwwna e _
0 India

12%
CCNEA

99/
lran ?

CCLAC CCEURO

18% 27%

.
CCAFRICA
26%
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Effectiveness and

representativeness of CCEXEC

7 Geographical Regions
Africa 48 Nigeria
Asia 23 Malaysia

Europe 50 Norway
Latin America and the Caribbean 33 Mexico _ -
North America 2 Canada Es 7 S |

Near East 17 Lebanon
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An international organization collapsing under
Iits own weight? 6’@

The WTO relevance: a poisoned pill? G&. &

Preeminent standard setting body (=
strengthen the effectiveness of Codex
preserving its core values

Process, procedures, structure/better define
roles of CCEXEC, chairs/vice-chairs, etc.
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Thank you for your
attention !

Eva ZAMORA ESCRIBANO
European Commission

Health and
Food Safety
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